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  Bridging the Learning Gap

Tayside ULR Forum Newsletter    -    Learning Conference Special Edition    -    October 2006
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STUC Learning Conference

at the Hilton Hotel, Dundee

Thursday 16th November 2006

The sixth annual STUC Learning Conference, sponsored by ILA Scotland, will take place on Thursday, 16th November 2006 in Dundee; at the Hilton Hotel.
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SULF 6 SUBMISSION DEADLINES 2006/7

 

 

The

 dates for the submission of SULF project claims AND supporting 

reports are as follows.

 

 

 

Q1 April 

–

 June 2006 latest claim date 7

th

 July 2006

 

 

Q2 July 

–

 September 2006 latest claim date 6

th

 October 2006 

 

 

Q

3 October 

-

 December 2006 latest claim date 12

th

 January 2007 

 

 

Q4 January 

-

 March 2007 latest claim date 16

th

 March 2007

 

 

Please note that failure to submit the project claim and supporting 

reports will result in your claim payment being held over until t

he next 

quarter.

 

 

All claims should be submitted to 

 

 

Sylvia O,Grady

 

Skills & Lifelong Learning Manager

 

STUC

 

333 Woodlands Road

 

Glasgow

 

G3 6NG
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Objectives;

The Tayside Union Learning Reps Forum is an informal gathering of like-minded people. Our objective is to create a focal point for Lifelong Learning within the dozens of local Trade Unions who serve thousands of members employed by hundreds of businesses in and around the Tayside area.

We aim to achieve this by pooling the knowledge and experience already gained by the numerous Union Learning Reps who are already active in the region; whilst using our collective bargaining strength to source all kinds of education opportunities for the benefits of trade union members. This publication will promote the success stories in the hope that it inspires others to follow on in the quest for ‘Lifelong Learning’. It can also be used to advertise opportunities; e.g. are you hoping to run a particular course, but need a minimum number of students to make it viable? Advertise it here and there could well be other ULRs who could help fill the places. This newsletter could also publish appeals for help on less easy subjects to source; e.g. does anyone know where you can take a course on DIY Plumbing?

The Forum:

The Forum meets regularly, at least once a quarter, so that local Union Learning Reps can gather together and relate their experiences. When successes are reported, we hope to be inspired into repeating them elsewhere; or where frustrations and barriers are encountered, we hope to provide solutions to overcome them.

To achieve those objectives, we are very much dependent upon local ULRs coming along and supporting the efforts of the Forum. Participation can be on any level at which you feel comfortable; even if you are only coming along to ‘steal’ good ideas, then it will help spread the message. Why not give us a try? – it’s your Forum too!

Contacts: 

Neil Bell………….01382-513271  or 07710-429085
neil.bell1@thepensionservice.gsi.gov.uk

Dave Ritchie…….07981-360090


david.ritchie@hmrc.gsi.gov.uk

Colin McAteer….01382-539145  or 07877-495048
mcateercolin@hotmail.com


Brian Crayford….07840-021069


briancrayford@hotmail.com


Ken McKenzie….01382-302256  or 07730-310037
ken@cwuedb.org

Emma Naylor…...07835-293710


emma.naylor@dwp.gsi.gov.uk

   A Few Words of Polish





Tak		-	Yes


Nie		-	No


Witamy!		-	Welcome


Czesc		-	Hello


Bardzo mi milo	-	Pleased to meet you


Nazywam sie ….	-	My name is ….


Prosze o pomoc	-	I need help


Przepraszam, nie


mowie po Polsku	-	I’m sorry, I don’t speak Polish


Czy pan mowi


po angielsku?	-	Do you speak English?


Dziekuje		-	Thank You


Do widzenia	-	Good-bye





Check out the BBC Language web-site to hear them spoken :-� HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/other/quickfix/polish.shtml" ��http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/other/quickfix/polish.shtml�





Open Invitation to all Tayside ULRs





The Tayside ULR Forum generally meets once a quarter and is open to Union Learning Reps from all Trade Unions who operate in the Tayside area (Angus, Perthshire, Fife and the City of Dundee).


The meetings operate on the basis of being as informal as possible so that new delegates can instantly feel comfortable in the surroundings. We will certainly value your contributions; but there is no need to feel as though you are under pressure to speak – it is indeed an open forum!


Please contact any of the names listed at the bottom of this page and we will let you know when and where future Forum meetings will take place. See you there?!?!?





Next Forum meeting:- Thursday 26th October ‘06


at the Overgate Learning Centre, Dundee. 1:15pm – 3pm
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Workshop Topics





Workshop 1 – The role of ULRs: Learning and Organising Union strength through the learning agenda.





Workshop 2 – Everyday Skills: How effective are national literacy and numeracy campaigns in the workplace?





Workshop 3 – Funding: ULRs engage with ILA Scotland.





Workshop 4 – Speed Networking Session.





Conference Agenda





9:30 am	Registration & Coffee


10:30 am	Opening Remarks


by Katrina Purcell


Chair, STUC General Council


10:45 am	Workshop Round 1


11:30 am	Break


11:45 am	Workshop Round 2


12:30 pm	Workshop Round 3


1:15 pm	Lunch


2:00 pm	Q&A Plenary Session


with


Alan Wilson MSP


Deputy Minister for Enterprise and Lifelong Learning


Grahame Smith


Deputy General Secretary, STUC


Sylvia O’Grady


Manager, STUC Skills & Lifelong Learning Team


2:45 pm	Workshop Round 4


3:45 pm	Closing Remarks





Agenda and Workshops are subject to change
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STUC Learning Conference


        – an opportunity to promote


              the Tayside ULR Forum





The Forum has been afforded the opportunity to actively participate in the Workshop sessions of the Conference.


This is expected to take place in the Speed Networking Session where the Forum hope to pass on the benefits of the experience it has already gained in setting up a Local ULR Forum.


It will also present the Forum with a wonderful opportunity to display its wares to the assembled group of ULRs, many of them from the Tayside area.


While we expect to receive rough guidelines from the STUC as to what content they desire; there will be ample opportunity for Forums members to either make suggestions, participate in the presentation; or indeed, do both!





Additional copies of this newsletter are available, either electronically or on paper. Can we add any of your fellow ULRs to our distribution list?


Queries, comments, suggestions and articles for submission can be sent to the Editor; Ken McKenzie; by e-mail at:- ken@cwuedb.org





Future Developments


			       - a Forum Website








One of the Forum’s current aspirations is to have its own web site, where both learners and ULRs can go to for advice and information. The web address has already been reserved and can be found at :-





                   � HYPERLINK "http://www.learntay.org.uk" ��www.learntay.org.uk�





- but please be aware that we are still in the very early stages of developing this facility, so nothing actually exists at the site other than a marker to say we’ve reserved the name. We would however be very interested to hear from any Forum Member / ULR who has experience in both setting up web sites and running them (see contact list below).





First ScotRail help to raise standards





First Scotrail are helping staff brush up on the basics with an  EARN AS YOU LEARN  course. They have agreed to pay staff to attend a series of classes in which they can refresh the everyday skills they may not have used since school.


Brian Crayford, learner rep for R.M.T said “It’s great that any member of staff can take up the offer as it does not make anyone feel as if they are being singled out for special attention”.


The courses runs in conjunction with Stow College on a shift friendly basis to accommodate the needs of everyone.





How to Book a Place





   If you are interested in attending the Conference, please contact your Project Worker or Branch Office.





   For more information or to request a booking form, contact Ann Garscadden, STUC Administrative Assistant, by phone on 0141-337-8134 or by e-mail at � HYPERLINK "mailto:agarscadden@stuc.org.uk" ��agarscadden@stuc.org.uk� 
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